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The University o.f Dayton

News Release

July 18, 1991
Contact: Teri Rizvi
SCHOOL OF LAW FACULTY MEMBER
RECEIVES NATIONAL AWARD FOR WORK WITH POOR

DAYTON, Ohio --Arvin S. Miller III believes that everyone
is entitled to a day in court.
That's why he and three other University of Dayton graduates
helped found the Greater Dayton Volunteer Lawyers Project (VLP)-a three-year-old nonprofit organization that works with the Legal
Aid Society and Dayton Bar Association to provide pro bono (free)
legal services to the poor.

In 1990, 500 Dayton-area lawyers

donated more than a quarter-of-a-million-dollars in billable time
to handle cases ranging from a senior citizen bilked out · of money
in a home improvement scam to an illiterate woman who couldn't
read the fine print of a contract.
For Miller's "demonstrated dedication to the development and
delivery of legal services to the poor," the 1984 UD law school
graduau e will receive an American Bar Association (ABA) Pro Bono
Publico Award on August 12 in Atlanta.

Miller, who works in the

Montgomery County Prosecutor's Office and teaches poverty law at
UD as an adjunct faculty member in the School of Law, believes
it's the first time an attorney from Ohio has won the prestigious
national honor.

Until January, he served as VLP's president.

"Most people I went to school with are probably surprised
I'm in the prosecutor's office instead of the public defender's
office," Miller says.

"As I get older, I think I've become more

conservative, not chasing as many windmills. This program brings
out the other side of me--it's been a real saving grace."
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As a board member of the Legal Aid Society, Miller attended
a pro bono conference in Seattle in 1987.

When he returned, he

formed an ad hoc committee to start a pro bono program because
"helping the poor in this community is such an unmet need."

On

the committee were Jim Gilvary of Legal Aid (now a Montgomery
County Common Pleas Court judge and chair of UD's board of
trustees) and two Dayton Bar Association members, Steven Yuhas
and Theodore Gudorf.
Miller knocked on the doors of the city's largest law firms
to encourage attorneys to participate, secured an office at the
Dayton Bar Association and got an ABA grant to hire a full-time
project coordinator, who has referred more than 1,000 cases from
the Legal Aid Society to VLP attorneys in the last two years.
"The bottom line is Arvin was really the driving force
behind the formation of the Volunteer Lawyers Project," says
Gudorf, vice president of VLP's board of trustees who nominated
Miller for the award. "He's just worked incredibly hard."
Most pro bono programs around the country typically involve
15 to 20 percent of the community's attorneys, according to
Miller.

"Close to half of the 1,200 lawyers in this town have
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volunteered to take cases, donated money or done training

programs for other lawyers.

We're getting a larger number than I

ever thought possible," he says.

"Before I got involved in this

program, I had probably some of the same feelings of lay people-lawyers aren't going to do anything for free.

They're just

worried about making a buck."
Miller is convinced the VLP can tap even more attorneys:
"We'll never get to the point where everybody who has a problem
will be able to get a lawyer.

We're trying to get to the point

where very few people will be turned away."
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Editor's Note:

Arvin Miller grew up in New Cannaan, Conn., and
now resides in Oakwood._ For interviews, contact Arvin Miller at
(513) 225-5757, Belenka Marculewiez, project coordinator of VLP,
at (513) 461-3857 or Ted Gudorf at (513) 222-2053.

